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CUBAN RUM IN BOTTLES 


Reference is made to the rate of duty properly applicable under the Cuban Trade 
Agreement of August 24, 1934, to rum of Cuban origin when imported in certain wicker- 
covered glass containers. 

The larger container, which has a capacity of one gallon, appears to be identical in all 
material respects with a sample container recently peostved in the Buress, which was about 
14 inches in height, 5% or 6 inches in diameter, with a neck 3 to 4 inches long, and with 
sides straight from the bottom for a distance of 9 or 10 inches before they tapered in to 
the neck. The glass container was covered with woven wicker to within approximately 1 
inch from the top of the neck, and a single handle of wicker was attached to the wicker 
covering. 

The Bureau held, following T.D. 41233, that this sample was a bottle within the 
meaning of that term in item 802, schedule II, of the Cuban Trade Agreement, and that 
rum in such bottles, when of Cuban origin and imported directly from Cuba, was dutiable 
at the rate of $2.50 per proof gallon. 

The smaller container has a capacity of slightly less than one-half gallon. It is 
of glass, covered with wickerwork to the top of the neck, and has two handles of wicker- 
work on opposite sides of the container at its greatest circumference. In shape this con- 
tainer corresponds to standard definitions and apparently to the trade understanding of 
the term “demijohn” in that it has a round, bulging body, tapering in to the base, and a 
small neck. It appears, however, that the term “demijohn” is properly applied only to 
large containers of the shape described, and the Bureav finds no authority for applying 
it to a container with a capacity of less than one gallon. 

The Bureau is accordingly of the opinion that the smaller container is not within the 
purview of the Bureau’s ruling that demijohns are not “bottles” for the purposes of item 
802, schedule IT, of the Cuban Trade Agreement, or the purposes of paragraph 810, Tariff 
Act of 1930. (T.D. 47445-6.) 

In view of the considerations stated, rum in containers of either type, when pro- 
duced in Cuba and imported directly therefrom, should be assessed with duty at the rate 
of $2.50 per proof gallon, and duties should be assessed on the containers in accordance 
with the provisions of paragraph 810 of the tariff act, subject to the provisions of article 
Ill of the Cuban Trade Agreement if they are products of Cuba. (T.D. 47690.) 
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